Rex v. Elizabeth Gaunt and others
Gaunt had knowledge of this fact she was, like Alice Lisle, an
accessory, but as far as the evidence went her action in the
matter was prompted, like Alice Lisle's, by a spirit of charity
rather than by any political motive. However, Burton,
having thus evaded his fate and got to Holland, threw in his
lot with Monmouth, and came over with him and Nelthorpe
and took part in the rebellion. He, too, was at Sedgemoor,
and fled to London, where he took refuge in Whitechapel in
the house of a barber, who was also a constable, named John
Fernley, Here, he says, he was arrested on Sunday, August
2nd, and Fernley was indicted as a traitor for harbouring
Burton on August 20th, knowing him to be a traitor. As
August 20 is not a Sunday, 20 may be a misprint for 2, and
the dates given by Burton in evidence are correct, but it is
no great matter.
Elizabeth Gaunt was indicted for being guilty of treason
against Charles II., by conspiring with others to rebel against
the Government and kill the King, etc., but the gist of her
offence was harbouring Burton. It is indeed hard to under-
stand why any government ofScials should have preferred
to destroy two comparatively innocent people like Fernley
and Elizabeth Gaunt, and to save the lie of a wretch like
Burton, a persistent rebel, a coward and poltroon, ready to
swear anyone's life away to save his own skin. But we must
remember that the Government of the day thought the
Bloody Assize was an exhibition of strong government. There
was certainly, to use a modern statesman's phrase, "no damned
nonsense about it." The collection at the Old Bailey of
Alderman Cornish the Whig sheriff, William Ring, a rebel,
and John Fernley and Elizabeth Gaunt, accessories, and the
conviction and sentencing them all to be executed on one
day, was a miniature Bloody Assize in itself. Officially it
was considered a master stroke of political terrorism that
would do much to bring the Whigs and the lower-class
Dissenters in London to a wholesome fear of the law.
October igth, 1685, was fixed for these trials.   And on
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